. W> ‘.‘hire is the outstanding example built in the 
/ r one a*' the few that hasn't been “updated" over 
.,.,r "he architect and designers skillfully integrated in 
• . cj.-g mar,/ of the various phases of Art Deco, from 
• -r iq Frank Lloyd Wright, to the strictly Moderne. 
-, c .r stores worthy of mention are Burdines in Miami. 

:csCincinnati, and Bloomingdale’s and Mac/'s in New 
.•u The outstanding landmark Rosenberg’s in Santa Rosa, 
t t’omia s abandoned and in danger of demolition 


STORE: SEARS 
SURVEYED: 14 

Sears Roebuck & Company pioneered the art of mail-order 
aes ana oecame tremendously successful. After only a bnef 
,ta» ,n Minneapo''S the headquarters was moved to more 
centrally locatec Chicago, where it remains to this day As 
*^e company grew and much of the population shifted to 
•re cities Sea r s began opening retail stores. In the late 
920s. Sears commissioned the Chicago firm of Nimmons. 
Cam & Wnght to design a numbe’* of stores and distnbution 
centers around tne country. The firm chose to use a large 
tower with a vert,cal illuminated Sears sign in oraer to give 
the stores an identity, the store thus becoming a huge bill¬ 
board. Decorative details were done in the French Zigzag 
stvie Only a few of these ranties remain today. Among the 
largest is Boston's now-closed sprawling nme-story mail¬ 
order distnbution center with its slender fifteen-story tower. 
Another beautiful example is on Biscayne Boulevard in 
Miami. Sea^ abandoned the Biscayne Boulevard store and it 
has been cnjmb °g ever since. This tale is taken up in the 
Miami chaDte r 

By the i 930s. the Sears stores took on a more stream¬ 
lined look. Lar^e stores were built m cities, with smaller ones 
m less-populatec areas. This was the Sears style well into the 
940s and 1950s. An outstanding example is the Brooklyn 
store cn Bedford Street just behind the once-glorious 
Loews Kings Theater on Flatbush Avenue 



STORE: S.H. KRESS 
SURVEYED: 19 

This chain store. ~~ore than any other, was responsible for 
bnngmg At Deco to Mam Street U S.A. In 1931. Kress hired 
Edward F S'bbert as in-house architect, and he quickly 
redesigned the chain's image. S'bbert frequently used 
regional imager-/ m his decorative details, specifying poly- 
chromed tema-cctta in order to enliven the store facades. 

Tne best example we found was in the Church Street 
Station histone distnet in downtown Orlando. Florida. The 
building is L-s r acec with two facades, each slightly different, 
on each c r O-'arco’s two mam streets. It is no longer a 



Sears, Roebuck & Company, 20C 3 scayne Bo^e.c r r 
Miami. Florae 4 -> *£ t NLmmors Cm & Wnghi 929 
Sears apparent ,y e r ec:ez stores * :** re some speed arc 
efficiency w r ,*. n 'C r : ae .e r ec se.v -g machines arc 
watches. Most o'tre s:o r es we r e a. re same "house 
architectura 1 4 s see-- r r»s ert example, tne. *ec- 
r r ed a prom^e^t tov.e r r ‘Sezc. cr top one c -c-g 
.entcai ’lijmmctec src;e stnp :sc z.>ng Seams C 
n ame. One o' me ~ r s' *- r * Deco Z'zs in Miam - r "s 
wes donatec :o Dace Co^t, n 99t r oecame par o' 
a proposed perz~~<~g ers com re* D 'ese^awnists z r e 
corned cccr ts L r /e re M.arm Des g' 
Reservation League r cs ~oc zee :: sc.e i 


Kress store, but still provides attractive downtown retail 
space Another great former Kress enjoying another life is 
the one m Los Angeles's southern season neighborhood of 
San Pedro. Here Sibbert jsed aena . ews of ships entering 
port on the decorative paneis. Probably the most visible of 
the remaining Kress stores is the one now housing the 
Fredenck's of Holl/wood busmess. 

Otner Kress stores listed cn t r e National Registe r are 
Anmston. Iowa (NR 1985 ;; Hur.tsv e A abama (N D 98C;. 
and Sarasota. Florida (NR .98 4 . 
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So far. it seems they are interested for the very reason that it 
is a unique and beautiful Histone distnet. Everyone seems 
inclined to work together with the City of M>am. Beach to 
ensure that it stays that way 

This is a happy place to wind down this story of the 
lively teenage years of Barbara Capitman s Art Deco DiStnct. 
May the next twenty years be even better. 

As for the hundreds of Miami Beach Art Deco buildings 
that have not been mentioned here, we pray that our read¬ 
ers will buy MDPL's Art Deco Guide by Keith Root, or 
Barbara's previous book. Deco Delights , which deals exclu¬ 
sively with that subject and is filled with absolutely stunning 
photographs taken by our fnend Steven Brooke 


ELSEWHERE 

Miami 

Across Biscayne Bay from Art Deco Miami Beach is the 
much larger city of Miami. Here are a few extraordinary 
examples of Art Deco architecture that we should mention: 

The earliest Art Deco building in Miami is a fraternal 
lodge, the Scottish Rite Temple at 471 Northwest . hrd 



Pan American Seaplane Base and Passenge' 
Key (Miami City Hall), 3500 Per 4 me^cz' 
Mtcm. A?c~ ~EZ m De-ano & Adrch 
American Alleys oegan mc> sen ce tc Hz.. 
West Piondc. >n 1927 4 /ec r c:e r ope r c: 
Grove (just ofte r the bcyside .' : oge *cs c"-. 
terminal ooened m 1934. pecom> n g or "te\ 
worldwide Clipper s ecplane "e:*crk : 
embarkation pomt for Fred A stc r e c r c S' 
adventure Flying Down to Rc mei r ,r z: 

1936 But secP'Cr.e sendee Decode obsoe'e 
dry .and ir 1945. me city ofM.cm coox c.e' 
C ty Hall Pan Am used tre seme arch’.ez 
Terrmnai at Lc Gucrdia 4 ^po r t . see *. 
(Photograph by Steven Broo<e. covyng h t £ - 

sion.) 


Mahi Shrine Temple (Boulevard Shops), i*C £ Boulevard 
Miami Architect: Robert Lev, vVeed. I93C z erz'z:z~ architect 
Andres Fabregcs for Boute^e °erez & Fcz'egz: l '° Bun by 
one of Miami's finest Art Deco arcnects r : ::— land¬ 
mark on Miami’s men tho r oug h, c'e. Biscay" e -: - e-Z'C has seen 
many uses. An Decc decorator often mcc~ f o)kio r e 
fora, and fc^nc H e ^e me architect hes -zc -ze fgu r es 
carved on we comers of re .restore *c:::e o*"ed by 
Kmght-Ridder. we ne*spape r and comma" cc:z~: izzmcvon. we 
buildings future is uncertain, as the cou r t, vwc *: pa a rev, 
Performing Arts Center o r me see (P"z::g'::" ay Andres 
Fapregcs. courtesy the Capitman Archives) 


Street, by Kiehnel & Elliott, which was t- t r 922 at the 
start of the King Tut Egyptian Revival c^e t s a classical 
Egypto-Deco building with great stonewerv anc carving out¬ 
side. as well as outstanding canned woodwo ^ rs=ce 

The second important fraternal ledge c n g is the 
Mahi Shrine Temple (last ca"ed the Bc-eva r fl Strops) at 
1401 Biscayne Boulevard, designed in 1930 b. 3 ooert uaw 
Weed. This building was restored by Anares Faoregas as a 

histone project because it was a leading ouildmg in the deve - 
opment of Biscayne Boulevard’s upper extension m the early 
1930s. Currently, it is awaiting its f ate. for a county perform¬ 
ing-arts center is proposed for the site, and demolition is a 
continuing possibility. Also endangered by the same arts- 
center plan is the Sears store directly across the street at 
1400 Biscayne Boulevard, by Nimmons. Carr & Wright. 
1929 Sears donated the store to Dade County to help it 
assemble the site for the proposed arts center. Deco Distnet 
preservationists are lobbying the county to preserve the 
building as an integral part of the new complex. 
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